Dear members of the Los Angeles Swiss Singing “Society” Harmonie
What a great moment tonight, Swiss-americans from Los Angeles together with swiss people all together here in Switzerland. A wonderful contact across the atlantic ocean between Los Angeles and our community Stetten, there are exactly 9500 Kilometers or 5900 Miles in between!
For our community it is a great honour and a very special occasion to welcome you today here in Stetten. Your mixture of traditional swiss and american folk music is absolutely fantastic and it is a great pleasure to have you here with us in the northern part of Switzerland in Schaffhausen this evening. 
This summer I have spent three weeks with my familiy in the US in the greater Boston area. So this is of course in New England, which is in an other part of your beautiful, - and in the mind of us Swiss people immensely large country. I was deeply impressed about the American way of life and the big dimensions everywhere. Our country is just so very small comparing to this huge America.
Our community Stetten has a little more than a thousand inhabitants. We are located near Schaffhausen which is the capital town of the beautiful little County Schaffhausen. There is also a castle in Stetten which is owned by the family of the well known chocolate company Günthart. Stetten, a very family-oriented community has quite some economic growth, and has attractively low taxes and a great  and excellent standard of living within in Switzerland.
The Canton of Schaffhausen is Switzerland’s northern-most canton. It is located on the German border and almost completely surrounded by Germany, eighty-two percent of the county´s border lies along the German region Baden Württemberg. 
 

Located in Switzerland’s central plateau north of the Alps, Schaffhausen has a very diverse geography of rolling hills, scenic rivers and lush valleys created by once-present glaciers. The canton has a combination of urban and industrialized development mixed with charming villages, farms, medieval cities and ancient Roman outposts. Downtown Schaffhausen is about 30 minutes by car from Switzerland’s largest airport, the Zurich International Airport. The airport is one of the world’s main international hubs. There are direct flights to every main destination worldwide, - of course also to Los Angeles. 
Actually, just two weeks ago our national Swiss Airline named their newest plane “City of Schaffhausen”. And you know what, the very first flight after the inaugural ceremony, guess what, was rightaway to Los Angeles!
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So we hope that you thoroughly enjoy your stay in Switzerland and that your personal luggage back to the West Coast will be packed with only the very best impressions of the country of the mountains, the chocolate, the cows and the swiss army knives. But, this is of course only one part of Switzerland! The other part of Switzerland are nice and friendly people, good air to breathe, an excellent standard of living?, and good choirs like "our gemischte Chor of Stetten" and many many thousand other things of our beautiful country of which we are very proud. We hope very much that you have the opportunity to see this other part of Switzerland too.
Herzlich willkommen in Stetten!

Christian Amsler, 14. September 2007

Gemeindepräsident Stetten SH, Switzerland

